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B0R0U6H  OF  1YMMGTON 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1950 


TOWN  HALL, 
LYMINGTON. 

JUNE,  1957. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LYMINGTON 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  Annual  Report  foi  the 
year  1956. 

_  +  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  January, 
parts  being  deferred  until  1st  July.  Whilst  the  enforcement  of  these 
regulations  entails  extra  work  for  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  I  am 
convinced  that  these  duties  are  essential  and  should  prove  valuable 

care  1sPtlkentlinnthl1fSente-ry+?,nd  f°°d  Poisoning>  Provided  also  that 
+•  thu  {V31?16  ,m  the  PreParation  and  handling  of  food. 
Hygienic  practices  both  m  the  home  and  in  food  premises  where  food 
is  prepared  and  handled  is  most  important,  particularly  in  personal 
c  eanliness  including  the  washing  of  hands  after  using  the  toilet  and 
before  the  preparation  and  eating  of  meals.  These  precautions  and 

shoufd^edur^to  a op—  food  from  other  forms  of  contamination 
should  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  incidence  of  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

Regarding  vital  statistics.  Of  the  404  residents  who  died  263 
were  over  70  years  of  age;  of  these  263  deaths,  126  occurred  in  the 

age  group  70  to  80  years,  119  between  80  and  90  years,  18  were  over 
yu  years. 

death  ra^e  of  16.71  per  1,000  estimated  population  of 
^  0nwhen  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  becomes  10.026 
per  1,000  as  against  11.7  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

ueaths  ol  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  6-  r  nf 
these  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  only 

oSfv  004  0nP°^ennn0rm+S-  of  Tuberculosis,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of 
only  .004  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

tue  c^eaths  due  to  malignant  disease  10  were  caused  bv 

9mX°ihk  -Ung  0r  b™nchus;  of  these  deaths  2  were  females  and 
8  males,  all  being  over  55  years  of  age. 

These  figures  show  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
malignant  disease  including  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus 

Deaths  caused  by  accident  numbered  11;  in  3  of  these  cases 
a  motor  vehicle  was  involved.  These  show  an  increase  over  the 
number  of  deaths  from  accident  in  1955  but  are  fewer  than  those 
occurring  in  1954. 

Isas  ibirtVra,teJ°l13f  per  1  000  of  the  Population  becomes 
Y-n5u-W4.uen  multlPlied  by  the  comparability  factor  there  being  7 
still  births  and  314  live  births.  g  1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

Six  cases  were  investigated  where  persons  were  reported  as 
being  in  need  of  care  and  attention  which  they  were  unable  to 
provide  for  themselves  and  were  not  receiving  from  other  people.  In 
such  cases  efforts  are  made  to  persuade  the  person  to  go  into  hospital 
or  to  receive  proper  care  and  attention  elsewhere  voluntarily.  Un- 
ortunateiy  formal  action  has  to  be  taken  in  some  cases  and  in  two 
ot  those  mentioned  above  Justices  Orders  had  to  be  obtained  for 
the  compulsory  removal  of  the  persons  to  hospital.  Two  others  were 
moved  voluntarily  and  in  the  remaining  two  cases  one  had  already 

Innkla  I1p+0Ve^tu  hosPltal  Pri°r  t0  inspection  and  the  other  is  being 
looked  after  at  home  by  a  voluntary  organisation. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Lymington  Borough  is  a  district  of  13,730  acres,  excluding 
1,572  acres  of  mudland.  It  is  ideally  situated  having  the  New  Forest 
on  its  northern  border,  the  sea  on  the  south,  and  the  large  shopping 
centres  of  Bournemouth  and  Southampton  within  easy  reach.  The 
area  is  largely  agricultural  with  three  main  shopping  and  residen¬ 
tial  districts,  namely,  Lymington  on  the  East,  New  Milton  on  the 
West,  and  Milford-on-Sea  on  the  South.  Two  other  residential  areas 
are  Hordle  on  the  north  side  of  the  Borough,  and  Pennington  adjoin¬ 
ing  Lymington  Town.  Residential  development  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  district  is  proceeding  rapidly,  and  there  is  a  noticeable  influx 
of  light  industries,  the  latter  evidently  being  attracted  to  the  district 
by  the  possibility  of  obtaining  labour  more  easily  than  in  the  indust¬ 
rial  areas.  The  degree  of  development  and  popularity  of  the  area  is 
indicated  by  there  having  been  over  600  dwellinghouses  erected  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  two  years  by  private  enterprise,  and  in  the  same  period 
46  Council  houses  were  built. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  is  made  up 
of  7,919  separate  dwellings,  386  dwellings  attached  to  business 
premises,  and  210  farm  houses  and  farm  cottages.  The  figure  given 
for  separate  dwellings  include  the  buildings  on  Naish  Farm  Estate 
which  to  a  large  extent  are  used  in  the  summer  season  only. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,730 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  24,170 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  ...  ...  8,515 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £423,893 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  £1,600 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M 

F 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

Live  Births 

314 

157 

157 

the  estimated  resi¬ 

Legitimate 

293 

151 

142 

dent  population 

13.27 

Illegitimate 

21 

6 

15 

Comparative  figure 
England  and  Wales 

15.65 

15.7 

Still  Births 

7 

4 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  & 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

still  births) 

21.8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resi¬ 

Deaths 

404 

201 

203 

dent  poulation 
Comparative  figure 
England  and  Wales 

16.71 

10.026 

11.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: —  Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  19.1 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  23.7 

Infants  under  4  weeks  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  15.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  47.6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 
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Deaths  from  Gastro  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — 


Malignant  Disease — 

Bronchitis 

15 

of  Lung  &  Bronchus 

10 

Influenza 

3 

Others 

42 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

Coronary  Disease 

Nervous  System 

70 

(Angina)  ... 

60 

Suicide 

8 

Heart  Disease 

73 

Motor  Vehicle 

Other  Circulatory 

Accidents  . . . 

3 

Diseases  ... 

14 

All  other  accidents  ... 

8 

Pneumonia 

20 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers: — 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  Croft  Watts.  M.D.,  C.M.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H. 

(b)  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

N.  Raw,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(c)  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

J.  G.  Jenkins,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(2)  General  Health  Service: — 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. — Examinations  made  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  and  chemical  analysis  by  a 
public  analyst. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. — Provided  by  the  Hampshire 
County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority.  Am¬ 
bulances  stationed  at  Lymington  and  New  Milton 
Infectious  cases — ambulance  headquarters  at  Lymington. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  County  Authority  and  are  administered  by 
the  Health  Department  of  that  Authority.  In  this  Borough 
the  following  are  the  facilities  provided: — 

Afternoon 

Ante-Natal  Clinic:  Hillcroft, 

New  Street,  Lymington.  2nd  &  4th  Wednesday 

Child  Welfare  Centres: 

Hillcroft,  New  Street,  Lymington  Every  Friday 
Women’s  Institute  Hall,  Hordle  3rd  Thursday 

Church  Hall,  Milford-on-Sea  4th  Thursday 

Church  Hall,  New  Milton  2nd  &  4th  Wednesday 
Baptist  Church  Hall,  Ash.ley,  New  Milton 

3rd  Monday 

Women’s  Institute,  Pennington  2nd  fr  4th  Tuesday 

(d)  Protective  Treatment  against  Diphtheria. — All  chil¬ 
dren  can  receive  free  protective  treatment  by  their  own 
doctor,  or  at  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Treatment  at  the 
Schools  is  given  by  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Council. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

In  accordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers’  (Outside  London) 
Regulations,  I  wish  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1956.  Again  may 
I  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  your  support  and  help  during  the 
year  and  also  to  Mr.  Jenkins  and  others  in  the  Health.  Department 
for  their  continued  valued  assistance. 

(Signed)  N.  Raw, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspestor. 
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Water  SuppSy: — 

Water  to  the  Borough  is  supplied  from  two  undertakings,  Lym- 
ington  Town  being  served  by  the  Corporation  owned  works  at  Am- 
press  and  the  remainder  of  the  district  by  the  West  Hampshire 
Water  Company.  Mains  water  is  generally  available  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  district,  there  being  only  a  few  outlying  dwellings 
dependent  upon  Wells  for  their  source  of  supply. 


LYMINGTON  TOWN’S  SUPPLY 


This  undertaking  is  under  the  supervision  Oi  the  Borough 
Engineer.  The  source  of  the  supply  is  from  two  bore  holes,  one  of  16" 
dia.  and  376ft.  deep  and  the  other  IB"  dia.  and  378ft.  deep.  The  output 
curing  the  year  was  118,284,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  877,000 
gallons  on  the  previous  year. 

A  new  Ammonia  Plant  is  now  in  operation  at  the  Ampress 
works  to  maintain  Chlorine  residual  in  the  mains. 

Extensions  to  the  mains  during  the  year  were  : — 
b"  diameter  ...  100  yards 

1"  diameter  ...  50  yards 

3"  diameter  ...  60  yards 

2"  diameter  ...  95  yards 

and  new  tappings  numbered  43. 


WEST  HAMPSHIRE  WATER  COMPANY  serving 
New  Milton,  Milford-on-Sea,  Pennington  and  Hordle. 

During  the  year  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  has 
laid  2,308  yards  of  new  mains  and  new  tappings  totalled  322.  The 
mains  laid  were  : — 


ii" 
1  2 

1  -1-" 

1  A 


diameter  ...  1,183  yards 

diameter  ...  547  yards 

diameter  ...  468  yards 

1"  diameter  ...  110  yards 

This  supply  is  analysed  bacteriologically  daily  at  the  source 
by  the  Company’s  own  qualified  chemist.  Nine  samples  taken  by  the 
officers  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  showed  th.at  the 
water  was  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 


Number  of  occupied  dwellings  in  the  Borough  ...  8,515 

Number  provided  with  water  from  the  mains  . . .  8,503 

Estimated  population  served  by  mains  water  ...  24,134 

Of  the  dwellings  supplied  from  Wells,  9  are  not  within  a 
reasonable  distance  of  the  mains  water. 

Analysis  of  samples  : 


EXAMINATION 

MAINS 

SUPPLIES 

Wells 

Springs 

RESULTS 

Lymington 
T  own 

W.H.W. 

Co. 

Satisfactc  ry 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Bacteriological 

16 

1  io 

1  io 

I  2 

29  | 

9 

Chemical 

2 

1  — 

1 

|  — 

1  2  | 

1 

Free  Chlorine 

1  9 

1  - 

I  - 

1  - 

1  2  | 

7 

Totals 

27 

1  10 

1  11 

1  2 

1  33  | 

17 

Bacteriological  Examination  :  Th.e  Well  supplies  were  in  res¬ 
pect  of  6  dwellings,  and  in  3  instances  mains  water  was  provided,  one 
after  the  service  of  a  Statutory  Notice.  In  a  fourth  instance  mains 
water  was  already  available  and  the  use  of  the  Well  for  drinking 
was  discontinued.  One  other  cottage  previously  with  a  Well  supply 
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has  also  been  connected  to  the  main,  the  supply  have  been  found 
unwholesome  from  samples  taken  in  1955. 

Chemical  Analysis  :  The  one  unsatisfactory  report  was  in  res¬ 
pect  of  the  Well  mentioned  above  where  mains  water  was  already 
available. 

Free  Chlorine  '•  The  unsatisfactory  figure  of  7  shown  in  the 
table  above  refers  to  samples  taken  in  various  parts  of  Lymington 
town,  and  only  indicates  that  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  in  the 
water  was  not  up  to  the  recommended  standard  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  regard  to  chlorinated  drinking  water.  It  is  recommended 
that  there  should  be  0.05  ppm  of  free  chlorine  and  in  the  7  cases 
mentioned  the  figures  were  below  this  standard.  It  is  only  since  the 
installation  of  the  Ammonium  Sulphate  plant  has  there  been  any  free 
chlorine  in  the  distribution  system  and  it  would  be  expected  that 
for  a  time  there  would  be  a  considerable  absorption  of  chlorine  in  the 
old  mains.  This  should  stabilise  and  results  indicate  that  the  position 
is  gradually  improving. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: — 

Whilst  the  new  sewer  to  serve  the  properties  in  High  Street, 
Milford-on-Sea,  was  not  started  in  1956,  at  time  of  writing  this 
report  this  work  is  in  hand  and  all  the  properties  here  now  dis¬ 
charging  foul  effluent  into  the  Danestream  will  be  connected  to  the 
main  sewerage  system. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  sewer  has  been  extended  to  serve 
the  properties  in  Woodcock  Lane  and  Cottagers  Lane,  Hordle, 
where  drainage  difficulties  have  been  acute  for  a  long  time. 

The  need  for  main  drainage  at  Lavender  Road  and  Heath 
Road,  Hordle,  was  mentioned  in  the  report  for  the  year  1954. 
Building  development  is  being  permitted  in  this  area  and  this  is 
likely  to  add  to  the  unpleasant  conditions  which  arise,  particularly  in 
wet  weather  when  the  ground  is  waterlogged.  Quite  apart  from  the 
provision  of  a  satisfactory  highway  the  need  for  proper  main  drain¬ 
age  facilities  here  is  urgent. 

The  sewer  in  Sharvells  Road.  Milford-on-Sea,  was  extended 
during  the  year  in  order  to  deal  with  drainage  nuisances  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  satisfactorily  remedied. 

During  the  year  action  was  taken  in  48  cases  where  drainage 
defects  were  found  and  of  these  43  were  remedied,  three  after  the 
service  of  Statutory  Notices. 

The  number  of  properties,  previously  on  cesspools  or  without 
drainage  systems,  which  were  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the 
year  totalled  18  as  under  : — 

Pennington  area  ...  3 

Milford-on-Sea  area  ...  4 

Hordle  &  Everton  area  ...  11 

Improved  drainage  systems  were  installed  at  three  other  prop¬ 
erties  where  cesspool/septic  tank  schemes  were  constructed. 

Public  Cleansing: — 

There  is  no  change  in  Refuse  Collection  and  disposal  which  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Engineer.  The  collection  of 
house  refuse  is  once  weekly  and  there  are  two  collections  weekly 
in  the  main  shopping  areas.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  at  a  central  site  in  the  Hordle  district.  No  complaints  about 
the  disposal  site  were  received  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams: — 

No  special  action  taken  during  the  year.  The  provision  of 
main  drainage  facilities  in  the  High  Street,  Milford-on-Sea,  will 
f  alleviate  quite  considerably  the  pollution  of  the  Danestream. 


Milk  and  Dairies . 

Dwellinghouses: 

(Housing  Act) 

(Public  Health  Act) 
National  Assistance  Act  ... 
Council  House  Applications 
Drainage  Visits  and  Tests 
Water  Supplies 
Camp  Sites  and 

Moveable  Dwellings 
Schools 
Factories  Act 
Business  Premises 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  including 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  . . 
Food  Inspections  ... 

Shops  Act  ... 

Slaughterhouses/Knackers  Yard 
Refuse  Sites  and 

Insanitary  accumulations 
Piggeries 

Complaints  and  Nuisances 
Disinfections 

Notifiable  &  other  Diseases 
Disinfestations  ... 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Sea  Water  Baths  ... 

House  Pests 
Watercourses 

Miscellaneous  ...  . 


Total 

Rats  &  Mice 
Petroleum  Regulations  . . 


Grand  Total 


344 

17 

8 

3 

2 

173  | 

19  1 

13 

5  1 

2 

8 

4 

4 

- 

2 

112 

— 

— 

— 

— 

365  I 

48  ! 

43 

17  S 

3 

92 

i 

8 

7 

5 

1 

113 

4 

4 

- 

— 

10 

1 

1 

- 

— 

102  1 
7 

23 

22 

4 

- 

616 

85 

176 

74 

— 

— 

7 

15 

2 

2 

1 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

143 

10 

24 

10 

19 

8 

26 

8 

113 

36 

- 

33 

6 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

1 

— 

4 

4 

-1 

2550 

363 

1  235 

47 

I  io 

2844 

16 

469 

^  433x 

— 

— 

5410 

1  832 

1  668 

47 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Inspec- 

Action  Reme- 

tions 

reqd.  I  died 

DESCRIPTION 


NOTICES 


In¬ 

formal 


Statu 

-tory 


130 


10 


9 


x  indicates  treatment  given. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  total  157;  129  power  , 
factories  and  28  non-power.  Details  of  defects  and  results  of  action 
taken  are  as  follows  : — 

No.  on  Tuspec 
Premises  Register  lions 

Non-Power  Factories  ...  28  8  ) 

Power  Factories  ...  ...  129  94  ) 


Defects 

Found  Remedied 
23  22 


Analysis  of  Defects 

Particulars  Found  Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  7  7 

Defective  Floor  Drainage  ...  ...  1  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences — defective  ...  6  6 

Fire  Precautions  ...  ...  ...  9  8 
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Types  of  Factories  Registered. 


Builders  and  Ancillary  Works  ...  32 

Garages  ...  .  28 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Boat  Builders  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Radio,  Cycle  and  Electrical  ...  ...  13 

Bakehouses  .  .  ...  ...  14 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Engineering  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Boot  Repairs  ...  . .  ...  8 

Printing  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Upholstery  ...  ...  .  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  19 


COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES 


Complaints  received  from  inhabitants  of  the  district  totalled 
62;  action  was  required  in  only  36  instances.  Nature  of  complaints 
and  result  of  action  are  indicated  below 


Nature  of  Defect 
Housing  defects 
Drainage  defects 
Fumes 

Insanitary  Deposits 
House  Pests 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Misce^aneous 


Found 

8 

16 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 


Remedied 

6 

15 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 


Total  ...  36  33 


MILK,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

There  are  6  registered  dairies  and  17  registered  distributors  of 
milk  in  the  Borough.  There  are  five  pasteurising  establishments,  four 
pasteurising  under  the  Holder  process  and  the  other  the  H.T.S.T. 
method.  Powers  of  licensing  have  been  delegated  to  this  authority  by 
the  County  Council  and  the  plant,  and  premises,  are  subject  to  in¬ 
spection  by  officers  of  the  Health  Department.  Samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  are  taken  at  least  once  monthly  from  each  dairy  and  the  results 
are  reported  to  the  Milk  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Samples 
of  Raw  Milk  are  also  taken  and  laboratory  examinations  of  washed 
bottles  is  carried  out  periodically. 

Minor  defects  found  at  dairies  were  remedied  on  request.  The 
chief  trouble  found  was  the  unsatisfactory  reports  received  on 
samples  of  washed  bottles.  The  dairymen  concerned  took  early 
action  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  unsatisfactory  reports  and  all  stripped 
and  cleansed  their  bottle  washing  plants,  renewed  detergents,  and 
checked  up  generally  on  the  efficiency  of  the  machines.  Despite  this, 
however,  unsatisfactory  reports  continued  to  be  received  and 
investigations  are  continuing. 

New  and  very  satisfactory  premises  have  been  erected  at  one 
dairy  for  the  manufacture  and  bottling  of  Orange  Juice. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLES 


Class  of  Milk 

I  No.  of 
i  samples 
!  tested 

Appropriate 

Tests 

1  Samples 

1  Passed  Failed 

Pasteurised 

|  28 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

I  27  |  1 

1  28  |  — 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

35 

1  1 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

1  35  |  — 

1  35  |  — 

Raw 

1  13 

Methylene  Blue 

1  13  — 

The  failure  was  due  to  this  batch  of  milk  not  having  been 
heated  and  held  at  the  required  temperature.  Two  check  samples 
taken  very  soon  after  this  failure  were  satisfactory. 

It  is  perhaps  interesting  to  know  that  the  pasteurising  estab¬ 
lishments  treat  approximately  3,050  gallons  of  milk  daily,  this  being 
increased  during  the  summer  holidays. 

MEAT,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  FOOD  STORES,  etc. 

There  are  4  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  one  licensed 
knackers  yard  in  the  Borough.  Only  one  of  the  slaughterhouses  has 
been  used  to  any  extent  and  the  amount  of  slaughtering  at  this  estab¬ 
lishment  is  progressively  increasing.  Only  one  of  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  can  be  said  to  be  ideally  situated,  the  others  being  sited  in 
more  or  less  congested  areas.  The  Knacker’s  Yard  is  in  the  more  rural 
part  of  the  district  and  from  this  aspect  is  also  satisfactorily  sited. 
A  report  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  suggesting  th.at  the  owners  of  certain  slaughter¬ 
houses  be  approached  with  a  view  to  the  premises  being  closed  for 
slaughtering  by  agreement.  In  two  out  of  the  three  instances  the 
owners  have  agreed  and  licences  for  1957  will  apply  only  to  two 
slaughterhouses. 

POST  MORTEM  INSPECTION 


| 

Cattle 

1 

i  l 

excluding 

| 

|  Sheep  &| 

1 

Cows 

1  Cows 

I  Calves 

|  Lambs  | 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

I 

35 

1  11 

I  36 

1  4  i 

261 

Number  inspected 

1 

35 

1  11 

1  36 

1  4  | 

261 

All  Diseases  except 

! 

1 

I 

1  I 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

Whole  carcases 

1 

1 

1 

condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which. 

1 

1 

i 

1  1 

some  part  or  organ 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

was  condemned 

1 

8 

1  6 

I  1 

— 

18 

Percentage  of  the 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

number  inspected 

1 

1 

I 

1  I 

affected  with  dis- 

1 

1 

I 

1  ! 

ease  other  than 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

T.B. 

23% 

|  55% 

1  2% 

—  | 

7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

| 

1 

1 

1  ! 

Whole  carcases 

1 

1 

1  | 

condemned 

— 

— 

— 

-  1 

— 

Carcases  of  which. 

1 

I 

| 

1 

some  part  or  organ 

1 

! 

1 

|  | 

was  condemned 

1 

-  ' 

1  1 

— 

-  1 

11 

Percentage  of  the 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

number  inspected 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

affected  with  T.B. 

— 

9% 

1 

-  1 

4% 
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The  number  of  horses  slaughtered  at  the  Knackers  Yard  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  was  56,  and  31  horse  carcases  were  received  during  the 
same  period. 

Th,e  following  foods  were  examined  at  retail  shops  and  volun¬ 
tarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Beef 

Bone  taint,  etc. 

...  292ilbs. 

Veal 

yy  yy  yy 

19^  lbs. 

Lamb 

•>>  y  y  yy 

3  lbs. 

Fish  . 

Stale,  etc. 

...  301  lbs. 

Shell  Fish 

Decomposition 

14  lbs. 

Livers 

yy 

10  lbs. 

Chicken  ... 

yy 

20  lbs. 

Cheese 

Moulds 

17  lbs. 

Sausages 

Sour 

9  lbs. 

Tins  of  Meat 

Blown,  leaking,  etc. 

51 

”  ”  Milk 

•  •  • «  • . 

14 

”  ”  Fruit  ... 

7  ~  7  7  7  4 

44  44 

42 

”  Vegetables 

7  7  7  7  7  7 

41  11  44 

34 

”  ”  Jam 

7  7  7  7  7  7 

1 

”  ”  Soup 

yy  yy  yy 

2 

”  ”  Cream  ... 

1 

”  ”  Fish 

yy  yy  m 

yy  yy  y * 
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FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Food  Sampling  —  Food  Premises  —  Ice  Cream 


The  following  foods  obtained  in  the  Borough  have  been 
sampled  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  of  the  County  of 
Southampton  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1957. 


Article 

Butter  and  Other  Fats 
Drugs 

Milk,  Channel  Islands 
Milk 

Sausage,  Meat  and  Fish  Products 

Spirits 

Other  Foods 


Number  Taken 
Genuine  Unsatisfactory 


3 

2 

64 

100 

5 

5 

8 


1 

1 


187 


2 


The  64  Channel  Islands  Milk  samples  proved  to  contain  an 
average  of  4.51%  fat  and  8.97%  non-fatty  solids,  and  the  100  milk 
samples  an  average  of  3.85%  fat  and  8.84%  non-fatty  solids. 
Unsatisfactory  samples  : 

A  sample  of  sausages  certified  to  contain  230  parts  per  million 
Sulphur  Diox'ide  but  no  declaration  with  regard  to  this  preservative 
was  given  to  the  purchaser. 

The  regulations  allow  the  use  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  in  sausage 
meat  to  the  extent  of  450  parts  per  million  provided  it  is  duly 
declared. 

The  case  wa§  dealt  with  by  way  of  caution. 

A  sample  of  fish  paste  found  to  be  partly  decomposed  and 
unfit  for  human  consumption  was  referred  to  the  Lymington  Borough 
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Health  Department.  Result  of  investigation — remaining  tins  were 
found  to  be  blown  and  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Inspector. 

Food  premises  in  the  Borough  total  355  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Restaurants,  Licensed  Premises,  Hotels, 

Clubs,  etc.  ... 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers  ... 

Butchers 

Greengrocers 

Grocery  and  Provisions  ... 

Bakers  ...  ... 

Confectioners 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
Grocers 

Cafe  and  Confectionery  ... 
Confectionery  only  ... 

General  Stores  . 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 
Others 

Increase  of  3 

Number  of  registered  Dairies  ... 


152 

16 

22 

24 

82 

14 

45 

Ice  Cream:— 
44 
40 
33 
14 
4 
2 

over  1955 
6 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  Preserved 
Foods: — 


Fried  Fish  .  7 

Grocers  ...  .  ...  18 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Bakery  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Increase  of  3  over  1955 


Inspection  of  premises  registered  under 

the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  ...  71 

Inspection  of  premises  registered  under 

the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  130 

Inspection  of  other  food  premises,  including  visits 

under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  . . .  545 

Defects,  other  than  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  were 
remedied  in  13  instances  these  being  chiefly  in  regard  to  redecora¬ 
tion  work. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

Most  of  these  regulations  came  into  operation  on  1st  January, 
1956,  but  certain  provisions  which  would  involve  alterations  to 
premises  or  equipment  were  deferred  until  1st  July,  1956.  The  regu¬ 
lations  include  provision  affecting  stalls  and  vehicles  and  general 
requirements  that  apply  wherever  food  is  handled,  whether  or  no 
there  is  any  question  of  sale.  Food  businesses  include  canteens, 
clubs,  schools  and  other  institutions  as  well  as  undertakings  carried 
on  by  public  and  local  authorities.  Slaughterhouses,  cold  stores, 
docks  and  warehouses  are  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the  regu¬ 
lations.  These  regulations  have  considerably  extended  the  control 
of  food  establishments  <by  local  authorities. 

As  the  result  of  inspections,  161  premises  were  found  not  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  61  had 
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carried  out  the  necessary  work.  The  works  completed  were  : — 


Wash  hand  basins  provided/renewed  ...  ...  40 

Sinks  provided/renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  ...  43 

W.C.’s  disconnected  from  food  rooms  ...  ...  3 

Provision  of/repairs  to  closets  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rooms  redecorated  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  33 

Store  rooms  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Clothes  lockers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Walls,  ceilings,  etc.,  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Impervious  coverings  to  tables,  etc.  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  items  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


No  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough,  supplies  being 
obtained  from  six  manufacturers  outside  the  Borough. 

25  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  and  all  were  considered 
satisfactory,  24  being  in  Grade  1  and  1  in  Grade  2. 

Following  information  received  a  series  of  samples  of  Ice 
Lollies  were  taken  for  analysis  and  the  reports  showed  contamina¬ 
tion.  One  sample  of  Ice  Cream  Lollipop  was  reported  as  16,000  con¬ 
forms  per  100  ml.,  and  10  faecal  coli  per  100  ml.  Contact  was  made 
with  the  manufacturers  and  this  consignment  at  the  retail  shops  was 
wihdrawn.  The  manufacturer  appreciated  the  seriousness  of  this 
matter  and  immediately  ceased  production  of  this  commodity  until 
the  cause  of  the  trouble  had  been  ascertained. 


TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

There  are  21  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  allowing 
for  1,342  moveable  dwellings  during  the  summer  season.  Seven  of 
these  sites  comprising  510  moveable  dwellings  are  in  use  during 
the  summer  only,  the  remainder  having  some  of  the  dwellings  oc¬ 
cupied  all  the  year  round.  Licences  were  issued  permitting  13  cara¬ 
vans  being  stationed  on  individual  sites,  of  these  8  were  occupied 
as  permanent  homes. 

Improvements  to  sites  continue,  new  toilet  blocks  have  been 
provided  at  three  of  the  camp  sites  and  at  two  others  better  methods 
of  waste  water  disposal  have  been  provided. 

Generally  all  camping  sites  have  been  maintained  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner  and  proper  supervision  by  the  Managements 
continues. 

Matters  which  required  attention  were  dealt  with  by  the 
owners  concerned  without  delay. 

During  the  summer  of  1956  there  were  again  sites  used  for 
camping  purposes  which  were  not  licensed,  these  were  however 
chiefly  used  during  the  6  weeks  of  the  summer  holidays,  a  period 
which  is  permitted  under  the  Act  without  need  for  licensing. 

Again  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  licences 
issued  for  the  use  of  caravans  on  individual  sites  for  permanent  oc¬ 
cupation,  but  the  number  of  caravans  used  as  permanent  homes  on 
licensed  sites  remains  approximately  the  same,  the  number  being 
about  250  or  19%  of  the  whole. 

It  will  be  noted  that  caravans  permitted  on  licensed  sites  has 
increased  by  over  100  as  compared  with  1955. 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year  a  total  of  517  visits  were  made  to  dwelling- 
houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Act.  Positive 
action  has  now  been  taken  in  respect  of  a  number  of  the  houses 
included  in  the  Survey  under  Sec.  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act.  1954.  Formal  steps  were  taken  in  respect  of  10  of  these 
houses,  all  being  dealt  with  under  Sec.  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 
Demolition  orders  have  been  served,  or  will  be  served,  in  respect  of 
3  of  these  properties  and  undertakings  have  been  accepted  by  the 
Council  in  respect  of  the  remaining  seven. 

Action  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  made  fit  or  in  which  defects 


were  remedied  after  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal 

procedure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  undertakings  have  been 

accepted  under  Sec.  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  7 

4.  Number  of  persons  displaced  as  a  result  of  action  taken  under 

Sec.  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Families  ...  13 


In  the  course  of  inspections  10  premises  were  found  to  be 
verminous,  6  infested  with  fleas,  and  4  infested  with  bugs.  In  8  cases 
treatment  was  given  by  the  Health  Department  and  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  2  cases  where  there  was  extensive  bug  infestation  specialist  firms 
were  employed  to  give  the  required  treatment. 

Summary  of  repairs  completed  during  the  year  under  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  : — 


Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  walls  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  30 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Defective  Wall  (external)  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Doors  repairs/renewals  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  Stores  repaired/provided  ...  ...  ...  11 

Miscellaneous  including  defective  eaves  guttering, 

drainage  and  redecoration  ...  23 


Difficulty  is  still  experienced  in  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  to 
dwellings,  in  many  cases  owners,  however  willing,  are  finding  that 
builders  are  often  reluctant  to  undertake  this  type  of  work. 

112  investigations  were  made  regarding  applications  for 
Council  houses  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Committee  in  94  in¬ 
stances.  43  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  were  rehoused 
by  the  Council.  There  still  remain  many  cases  where  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions  exist. 

During  1956  a  further  30  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  and 
300  completed  under  private  enterprise.  The  total  number  of  houses 
owned  by  the  Council  and  in  occupation  at  31st  December,  1956,  was 
1,197  including  the  Fairlea  Flats. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Bor¬ 
ough  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cult¬ 

ural 

Business 

Industral  Total 
etc. 

1.  No.  of  properties 

1  1 

i 

inspected  during 

1  1 

1 

1956  as  a  result 

l>  1 

t 

of: — 

I  1 

1 

(a)  notification  or 

— 

288  | 

3 

20 

311 

(b)  otherwise 

1  22  | 

308  | 

58 

74 

462 

2.  No.  of  properties 

I 

found  to  be  in- 

1  1 

| 

fested  by  rats: 

I  1 

1 

Major  ... 

1  1  1 

—  | 

2 

— 

1  3 

Minor  . . . 

1  7  1 

395  | 

28 

17 

447 

3.  No.  of  properties 

1  1 

1 

found  to  be  ser- 

1  ! 

1 

iously  infested  by 

1  l 

1 

mice 

[  — 

8  I 

6 

5 

19 

4.  No.  of  infested 

1  1 

1 

premises treated 

I  1 

1 

by  the  Local 

1  1 

1 

1 

Authority 

1  7  | 

403  | 

1 

22 

433 

5.  No.  of  “  block  ” 

1  I 

1 

1 

control  schemes 

!  1 

1 

carried  out 

1  —  1 

7  1 

— 

2 

9 

The  total  visits  made  were  2,844  and  1,529  poison  baits  were 
laid.  Notification  of  infestation  remains  constant,  there  is  only  a 
slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  instances  where  rats  or  mice  were 
found  and  treatments  carried  out  remain  approximately 
as  in  1955.  Operational  work  on  farms  is  not  undertaken  by  the 
Council  and  in  these  cases  advice  is  given  by  the  inspecting  officer. 

The  chief  poison  used  is  Warfarin  about  95%  for  both  rats 
and  mice,  other  poisons  used  are  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red 
Squill  and  Antu. 


LYMINGTON  SEA  WATER  BATHS 


The  Sea  Water  Baths  are  kept  under  observation  during  the 
season  and  sampling  carried  out  whilst  the  Swimming  Pool  is  in 
use.  There  were  5  samples  taken,  all  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  reports  were  generally  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  the  indica¬ 
tions  are  that  a  more  efficient  method  of  chlorination  and  purifica¬ 
tion  of  the  water  is  necessary.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
Ministry  has  approved  recommendations  with  this  end  in  view. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 


The  chief  commercial  use  of  the  river  is  by  the  British  Rail¬ 
ways  in  their  Ferry  Service  to  and  from  the  Isle  of  Wight;  one 
business  house  uses  the  river  for  conveying  their  merchandise  from 
the  Isle  of  Wight  to  Lymington.  Other  than  the  above  the  primary 
use  of  the  river  is  for  yachting  and  boat  building.  The  details  of 
shipping  entering  the  port  other  than  the  ferry  service  is  as  follows  : 

Motor  Sailing 

Coastwise  vessels  entering  Port  .  65  — 

Vessels  from  Foreign  parts  ...  —  — 

The  mooring  station  for  suspected  ships  in  the  case  of  Plague, 
Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  and  Typhus  is  between  Oxey  Lake 
and  Spit  Buoy.  Other  infectious  diseases  are  considered  as  exempt 
from  detention.  No  infectious  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  : — 


Measles 

1955 

128 

1956 

43 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

8 

21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

Poliomyelities 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

11 

7 

Para-Typhoid 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

Dysentery 

29 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

18  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  th.e  year,  15 
Pulmonary  and  3  Non-Pulmonary,  including  4  cases  transferred  here 
from  other  districts. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

A  total  of  129  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  15  years  re¬ 
ceived  the  primary  immunisation  treatment,  and  a  further  241 
children  received  booster  injections. 


Number  Receiving  Treatment 


Age  Group 

Diphtheria 

immunisation 

alone 

Combined 
Diphtheria/ 
Whooping  Cough 
immunisation 

Boosting 

doses 

Under  1  year  ... 

— 

18 

— 

1  to  4  years  ... 

3 

99 

2 

5  to  14  years  ... 

1 

8 

239 

Total  ... 

4 

125 

241 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


From  returns  received  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out 


in  the  Borough  were  : — 
Under  1  year  old 

234 

Revaccination 

Between  1  and  5  years 

9 

5? 

4 

Between  5  and  14  years 

7 

28 

Over  14  years 

22 

104 

CONCLUSION 

The  health  of  the  residents  in  the  Borough  continued  to  be 
satisfactory  and  it  will  be  noted  that  there  has  not  been  any  serious 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Raw  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  usual  helt  and  co-operation  during 
the  year,  and  again  I  wish  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  support. 


E.  CROFT  WATTS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


